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Introduction:

Gender equity is achieved when women and men are given equal rights and opportunities in
every walk of life that includes economic liberty and self-assertion. In today’s globalized
world, women have reached almost all possible heights of achievement. Consequently, the
issue of gender equity has become a significant aspect of our world. Therefore, denying their
contribution in the betterment of our world would be injustice to them. In Indian society, one
may easily observe that our society is male dominated and gender biased that considers
women as inferior. There has been a huge amount of gender discrimination that begins right
from the childhood of any girl. In order to change this gender biased outlook of our world, we
have to make efforts in that direction. Hence, it is a need of time that we should cultivate the
value of gender equity in our students. Keeping this in mind, the college has initiated a best
practice entitled ‘Celebration of Gender Equity Week’

Objectives:

e To create an enabling environment that is free from gender bias.

e To promote gender equality and diversity on a campus through education.

e To identify and remove gender inequalities that may exist, i.e. denying women (both
staff and students), fair access to resources employment opportunities, advancement
and academic achievement.

e To bring awareness of gender equity.

e To celebrate the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of women.

e To promote and raise awareness of women’s rights.

e To achieve equal opportunity and status for both genders.

The Context: Our college is situated in rural area of Madha tahsil of Solapur district. The
large number of students of our college belongs to deprived and downtrodden classes. There
are 54% girl students who reside within the circumference of 20 kms. They have to travel
every day from their native places to the college. Hence, it is very necessary to enlighten
them regarding their rights and privileges bestowed upon them by Indian constitution. The
idea behind this activity is to strengthen the so called weak gender in this gender biased
society of India.

The Practice:
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organizes gender equity programmes in order to sensitize all regarding the gender issues. An
exciting program of events is planned for all staff and students, including health check-up
camp, various informative lectures, and various competitions. In the current academic year
2018-19, a large number of students were present for every program. 1. Lecture on Women
Health 2. Beti Bachao Abhiyan 3. Lecture on Women’s Law 4. Nirbhaya Pathak Visit 5. Hb
Testing

Evidences of Success:

e As a result of this activity, our girl students became more and more conscious about
their own existence as a girl in the society.

e The activity has infused an altogether different confidence in our girl students who
have learnt| to raise their voice against the gender biased treatment given to them by
the people surrounding her.

e Our girl students have become health conscious due to the health check-up camp
during the Beti Bacho, Beti Padhao Abhiyan.

e The present activity also gave our girl students an opportunity to express their deep
feeling regarding their being a woman through the Competitions organised.

Problems encountered:

e Many of our girl students had been unaware of the ‘gender equity’ as a significant
term related to the lives of women. They didn’t have any idea of what ‘gender equity’
is. However, as they came to know about the importance of the present ideology, they
became enthusiastic about the proposed events.

e The participation of the girl students in Health Check-up Camp was relatively lower
than expected.

e Since the college receives its students from rural area, initially, the girl students had
been shy. However, after motivating them, they actively participated in the event.

Resources Required:

For the present activity, a good number of resource persons were invited who had been well
read in this area of knowledge. The activity also required ICT based halls and other
supportive equipments.
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